
Prayer needs of the MHC that the Lord will bless:
- the entire ministry of the church and the building of the House of Prayer;
- the filling of houses of rehabilitation and the growth of new ministers;
- our country with peace and the end of war.

The weariness of war. The virtual destruction of the strength of the people (as in Daniel 12:7). Weariness 
from patience. This is where the country is at. But parallel to this, as if within all this, there is a revitalizing, 
resurrecting movement of God’s power. It is still only emerging, like the dawn. But it is already promising, and 
it is giving hope. When concrete crumbles and falls away, the iron bars hidden inside become visible. So 
God gives His strength to His people from within. Friends and partners, thank you for your loyalty to us, which 
is as strong as steel. Thank you for strengthening us. May God be glorified in our cooperation for His glory.

“Only in God is my soul at rest; my salvation comes from Him.” (Psalm 61:2)
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As His children, the Lord has given us the privilege to live and serve during the first half of 2025. We continue to 
see God’s hand in everything, His care for the Makarov Christian Church, and all the work Christ has entrusted us 
during these days.

During the first half of the year, 22 women and 71 men came for rehabilitation. Ten completed the first stage of 
rehabilitation, and seven moved on to the second stage.

The women’s center is actively being restored after the recent destruction caused by drone and rocket attacks 
on our town. 

All the windows and doors blown out by the blast wave have already been replaced. The walls and roof of the 
house still need to be repaired, but we are already accepting women at the center.

We have also conducted two baptisms this year and are preparing for another one in early September. During 
this time, 12 people have become new church members, including two rehabilitation graduates.

Our community is growing not only because of water baptisms. On July 13, Alexander and Kristina Ponomarenko, 
a couple who serve in rehabilitation and the church, welcomed a long-awaited baby girl into their family. We 
rejoice with them and thank God for such a wonderful gift.

Also, with God’s help this year, we resumed our ministry of feeding people at the train station in Kyiv. We continue 
to serve people undergoing treatment in hospices and all the families of displaced persons living in Makarov and 
neighboring villages. This year also saw the start of our prison ministry. Every month, a team of brothers from our 
church visits a prison colony, where they serve people who are currently serving prison sentences.

Our youth club is having a very active summer: trips, meetings, and home groups for studying the Word of God. 
Our team has already visited two camps in the Ternopil and Kyiv regions. Now, we are carefully preparing to 
start a day camp in Makarov. Every child between the ages of 10 and 15 who already attends the club will be 
responsible in this camp to serve with new children, of whom more than 10 have already registered. The camp starts 
on Monday. We will tell you how it went in due course!

The construction of our House of Prayer is actively moving forward and bringing us all closer to an essential 
event for the church, when we will be able to welcome people into our building, organize celebrations, evangelism, 
and events, serve all who need help, and bring the Good News to everyone who is lost in this world!

Please join us in prayer for the Makarov Christian Church. We are grateful to the Lord for all the opportunities 
He has given us, for keeping us safe every day of the war, and for allowing us to continue spreading His Word.

The following information is essential to us. It contains many tears and thanks to 
God, as well as the hopes and prayers of all our church members. Please join us in 
these prayers.

These are prayers for our brother in arms, Sasha 
Stets. We have already shared his passionate 
desire to be a light in the very dark place where 
the Lord sent him. Many of you know Sasha 
personally. He defended us in the ranks of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine for three years. Now he 
needs our protection and care.

Having suffered severe injuries in his last 
combat mission, Sasha is now undergoing a 

long period of treatment. As a result of a terrible shelling, Sasha had both legs 
amputated, the fingers on one hand, multiple shrapnel wounds, and his eyes 
were injured. He is now in a safe place where doctors provide professional 
care. Many operations have already been performed. Now, one of the most 
pressing needs is to pray for his eyesight and that all treatment processes will 
restore his vision as much as possible.

Sasha’s wife, Yulia, is with him constantly and needs special support 
and prayers that the Lord will give her strength to be courageous 
and strong in these trials and to be a true support for her husband.

We thank the Lord for saving Sasha’s life and ask for your prayers 
for his treatment and rehabilitation. Please remember that Sasha and 
his family are in your prayers; they need our support!

We believe everything happening to him is a gift from God, and 
it is an arduous journey to equip Alexander (Sasha) for his future 
ministry to war veterans. Pray that God will use Sasha’s life to fulfill this 
ministry.


